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respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. HAGAN: 
S. 1819. A bill to require the Secretary of 

the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the opening of the International Civil 
Rights Center and Museum; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs . 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 1820. A bill to amend the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act to establish national 
standards for discharges from cruise vessels; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. KOHL (for himself, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. LEMIEUX, and Mr. LEAHY): 

S. 1821. A bill to protect seniors in the 
United States from elder abuse by estab-
lishing specialized elder abuse prosecution 
and research programs and activities to aid 
victims of elder abuse, to provide training to 
prosecutors and other law enforcement re-
lated to elder abuse prevention and protec-
tion, to establish programs that provide for 
emergency crisis response teams to combat 
elder abuse, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and 
Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 1822. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, with re-
spect to considerations of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in providing assistance under 
that Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 1823. A bill to renew the temporary sus-

pension of duty on certain footwear; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 1824. A bill to extend the temporary sus-

pension of duty on lug bottom boots for use 
in fishing waders; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself and 
Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 1825. A bill to extend the authority for 
relocation expenses test programs for Fed-
eral employees, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 1826. A bill to suspend temporarily the 

duty on certain glass snow globes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 1827. A bill to suspend temporarily the 

duty on certain glass polyresin magnets; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 1828. A bill to suspend temporarily the 

duty on certain metal key chains with acryl-
ic mini-globes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 1829. A bill to suspend temporarily the 

duty on certain acrylic snow globes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Mr. CARPER): 

S. 1830. A bill to establish the Chief Con-
servation Officers Council to improve the en-
ergy efficiencies of Federal agencies, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. KERRY: 
S. 1831. A bill to amend the Small Business 

Investment Act of 1958 to reauthorize the 
venture capital program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. 
KERRY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. HARKIN): 

S. 1832. A bill to increase loan limits for 
small business concerns, provide for low in-
terest refinancing for small business con-
cerns, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado: 
S. 1833. A bill to amend the Credit Card Ac-

countability Responsibility and Disclosure 
Act of 2009 to establish an earlier effective 
date for various consumer protections, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
and Mr. MENENDEZ): 

S. 1834. A bill to amend the Animal Welfare 
Act to ensure that all dogs and cats used by 
research facilities are obtained legally; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. REID, Mr. MCCONNELL, 
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. BAU-
CUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. 
BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURR, 
Mr. BURRIS, Mr. BYRD, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COBURN, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. GREGG, 
Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. HATCH, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAUFMAN, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. KOHL, Mr. KYL, Ms. LANDRIEU, 
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
LEMIEUX, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. NELSON 
of Florida, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
SHELBY, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. VITTER, 
Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
WEBB, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, 
and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Res. 315. A resolution relative to the 
death of Clifford Peter Hansen, former 
United States Senator for the State of Wyo-
ming; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. ENSIGN): 

S. Res. 316. A resolution calling upon the 
President to ensure that the foreign policy of 

the United States reflects appropriate under-
standing and sensitivity concerning issues 
related to human rights, ethnic cleansing, 
and genocide documented in the United 
States record relating to the Armenian 
Genocide, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. SPECTER, Ms. LANDRIEU, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. KAUFMAN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. BURRIS): 

S. Res. 317. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month and expressing the 
sense of the Senate that Congress should 
continue to raise awareness of domestic vio-
lence in the United States and its dev-
astating effects on families and commu-
nities, and support programs designed to end 
domestic violence; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BEGICH, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of 
Nebraska, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
SPECTER): 

S. Res. 318. A resolution supporting 
‘‘Lights On Afterschool’’, a national celebra-
tion of afterschool programs; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. JOHANNS (for himself, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. LUGAR, 
Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Mr. PRYOR, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
FEINGOLD, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. LEAHY, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. BENNET, and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN): 

S. Res. 319. A resolution commemorating 
40 years of membership by women in the Na-
tional FFA Organization and celebrating the 
achievements and contributions of female 
members of the National FFA Organization; 
considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 252 
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 252, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to enhance the ca-
pacity of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to recruit and retain nurses and 
other critical health-care profes-
sionals, to improve the provision of 
health care veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 306 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-

braska, the name of the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. VITTER) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 306, a bill to promote 
biogas production, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 584 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 584, a bill to ensure that 
all users of the transportation system, 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, tran-
sit users, children, older individuals, 
and individuals with disabilities, are 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 01:39 Oct 22, 2009 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A21OC6.024 S21OCPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

G
8S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES10636 October 21, 2009 
able to travel safely and conveniently 
on and across federally funded streets 
and highways. 

S. 621 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
621, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to coordinate Federal con-
genital heart disease research efforts 
and to improve public education and 
awareness of congenital heart disease, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 799 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 799, a bill to designate as wilder-
ness certain Federal portions of the red 
rock canyons of the Colorado Plateau 
and the Great Basin Deserts in the 
State of Utah for the benefit of present 
and future generations of people in the 
United States. 

S. 812 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 812, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to make perma-
nent the special rule for contributions 
of qualified conservation contribu-
tions. 

S. 827 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 827, a bill to establish a program to 
reunite bondholders with matured 
unredeemed United States savings 
bonds. 

S. 831 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
831, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to include service after 
September 11, 2001, as service quali-
fying for the determination of a re-
duced eligibility age for receipt of non- 
regular service retired pay. 

S. 886 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 886, a bill to establish a 
program to provide guarantees for debt 
issued by State catastrophe insurance 
programs to assist in the financial re-
covery from natural catastrophes. 

S. 945 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
BURRIS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
945, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of Robert M. La Follette, 
Sr., in recognition of his important 
contributions to the Progressive move-
ment, the State of Wisconsin, and the 
United States. 

S. 950 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 950, a bill to amend title XVIII 

of the Social Security Act to authorize 
physical therapists to evaluate and 
treat Medicare beneficiaries without a 
requirement for a physician referral, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 952 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 952, a bill to develop and pro-
mote a comprehensive plan for a na-
tional strategy to address harmful 
algal blooms and hypoxia through 
baseline research, forecasting and mon-
itoring, and mitigation and control 
while helping communities detect, con-
trol, and mitigate coastal and Great 
Lakes harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia events. 

S. 964 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
BURRIS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
964, a bill to authorize the President to 
posthumously award a gold medal on 
behalf of Congress to Robert M. 
LaFollette, Sr., in recognition of his 
important contributions to the Pro-
gressive movement, the State of Wis-
consin, and the United States. 

S. 987 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 987, a bill to protect girls 
in developing countries through the 
prevention of child marriage, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1055 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1055, a bill to grant the congressional 
gold medal, collectively, to the 100th 
Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team, United States 
Army, in recognition of their dedicated 
service during World War II. 

S. 1156 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1156, a bill to amend the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 
for Users to reauthorize and improve 
the safe routes to school program. 

S. 1301 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1301, a bill to direct the Attorney Gen-
eral to make an annual grant to the A 
Child Is Missing Alert and Recovery 
Center to assist law enforcement agen-
cies in the rapid recovery of missing 
children, and for other purposes. 

S. 1413 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KIRK) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1413, a bill to amend the 
Adams National Historical Park Act of 
1998 to include the Quincy Homestead 
within the boundary of the Adams Na-
tional Historical Park, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1442 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1442, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Lands Corps Act of 1993 to expand 
the authorization of the Secretaries of 
Agriculture, Commerce, and the Inte-
rior to provide service—learning oppor-
tunities on public lands, establish a 
grant program for Indian Youth Serv-
ice Corps, help restore the Nation’s 
natural, cultural, historic, archae-
ological, recreational, and scenic re-
sources, train a new generation of pub-
lic land managers and enthusiasts, and 
promote the value of public service. 

S. 1518 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1518, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to furnish hospital 
care, medical services, and nursing 
home care to veterans who were sta-
tioned at Camp Lejeune, North Caro-
lina, while the water was contaminated 
at Camp Lejeune. 

S. 1559 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. KAUFMAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1559, a 
bill to consolidate democracy and secu-
rity in the Western Balkans by sup-
porting the Governments and people of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Monte-
negro in reaching their goal of even-
tual NATO membership, and to wel-
come further NATO partnership with 
the Republic of Serbia, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1723 
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1723, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to dele-
gate management authority over trou-
bled assets purchased under the Trou-
bled Asset Relief Program, to require 
the establishment of a trust to manage 
assets of certain designated TARP re-
cipients, and for other purposes. 

S. 1728 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. GRASSLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1728, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the 
first—time homebuyer credit in the 
case of members of the Armed Forces 
and certain other Federal employees, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1731 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1731, a bill to require certain mortga-
gees to make loan modifications, to es-
tablish a grant program for State and 
local government mediation programs, 
to create databases on foreclosures, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1743 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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1743, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the reha-
bilitation credit, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1749 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1749, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit the 
possession or use of cell phones and 
similar wireless devices by Federal 
prisoners. 

S. 1772 
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the 

names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. JOHANNS), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. DEMINT), the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mr. GREGG), the 
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE), the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER), the Senator from 
Nevada (Mr. ENSIGN), the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS), the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH), the 
Senator from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS), 
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. CORKER), the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. KYL), the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER), the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS), the Senator from Alaska 
(Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1772, a bill to require 
that all legislative matters be avail-
able and fully scored by CBO 72 hours 
before consideration by any sub-
committee or committee of the Senate 
or on the floor of the Senate. 

S.J. RES. 12 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 12, a joint resolution 
proclaiming Casimir Pulaski to be an 
honorary citizen of the United States 
posthumously. 

S. RES. 275 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KIRK) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 275, a resolution honoring 
the Minute Man National Historical 
Park on the occasion of its 50th anni-
versary. 

S. RES. 312 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 312, a resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Senate 
on empowering and strengthening the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 

AMENDMENT NO. 2683 
At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2683 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2847, a bill making appro-
priations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and 
Related Agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2010, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 1820. A bill to amend the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act to estab-
lish national standards for discharges 
from cruise vessels; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing the Clean Cruise Ship 
Act of 2009. This bill would address a 
serious and growing threat to U.S. wa-
ters by placing limits on the dumping 
of wastewater by cruise ships. Cruise 
ships generate millions of gallons of 
wastewater every day—much of it vile 
sewage. These ships can directly dump 
their waste into the oceans with mini-
mal oversight. 

This bill would require cruise ships 
to obtain permits through EPA’s Na-
tional Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System in order to discharge sewage, 
graywater, and bilge water. It also 
would require cruise ships to upgrade 
their wastewater treatment systems to 
meet the standards of today’s best 
available technology. This technology 
significantly reduces the pollutants 
that ships discharge and is already 
being used successfully on cruise ships 
in Alaska, thanks to that state’s for-
ward-thinking regulations. 

The problem is real. The number of 
cruise ship passengers has been grow-
ing nearly twice as fast as any other 
mode of travel. In the U.S. alone the 
numbers are approaching ten million 
passengers a year, with some ships car-
rying 3,000 or more passengers. These 
ships produce massive amounts of 
waste: one ship can produce over 200,000 
gallons of sewage each week; a million 
gallons of graywater from kitchens, 
laundry, and showers; and over 25,000 
gallons of oily bilge water that collects 
in ship bottoms. 

I have nothing against cruise vaca-
tions. They can be a wonderful way to 
visit beautiful places. What my bill 
proposes to do is change the way the 
cruise ships manage the removal of 
waste. Here is the unpleasant reality. 
Within three miles of shore, vessels can 
discharge human body wastes and 
other toilet waste provided that a ‘‘ma-
rine sanitation device’’ is installed. 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
released a report in December of 2008, 
however, that concluded that these 
systems simply don’t work. These sew-
age treatment devices leave discharges 
that consistently exceed national efflu-
ent standards for fecal coliform and 

other pathogens and pollutants. In 
fact, fecal coliform levels in effluent 
are typically 20 to 200 times greater 
than in untreated domestic waste-
water. 

Beyond three miles from shore there 
are no restrictions on sewage dis-
charge. Cruise ships can directly dump 
raw sewage into U.S. waters. 

The situation with cruise ship 
graywater also requires attention. 
While cruise ships must obtain permits 
to discharge graywater within three 
miles of the coast, there is still a pollu-
tion issue. Graywater from sinks, tubs, 
and kitchens contains large amounts of 
pathogens and pollutants. Fecal coli-
form concentrations, for example, are 
10 to 1000 times greater than those in 
untreated domestic wastewater. These 
pollutants sicken our marine eco-
systems, wash up onto our beaches, and 
contaminate food and shellfish that 
end up on our dinner plates. 

Beyond 3 miles from shore there are 
no restrictions on graywater discharge. 
Cruise ships can directly dump 
graywater into U.S. waters. 

Following the lead of Alaska, the 
Clean Cruise Ship Act seeks to address 
these oversights. No discharges would 
be allowed within twelve miles of 
shore. Beyond twelve miles, discharges 
of sewage, graywater, and bilge water 
would be allowed, provided that they 
meet national effluent limits con-
sistent with the best available tech-
nology. That technology works and is 
commercially available now. The re-
cent Environmental Protection Agency 
study found that these ‘‘advanced 
wastewater treatment’’ systems effec-
tively remove pathogens, suspended 
solids, metals, and oil and grease. 

Under this legislation, the release of 
raw, untreated sewage would be 
banned. No dumping of sewage sludge 
and incinerator ash would be allowed 
in U.S. waters. All cruise ships calling 
on U.S. ports would have to dispose of 
hazardous waste in accordance with 
the Resource Conservation and Recov-
ery Act. The bill would establish in-
spection and enforcement mechanisms 
to ensure compliance. 

The protection of U.S. waters is vital 
to our Nation’s health and economy. 
The oceans not only support the life of 
nearly 50 percent of all species on 
Earth, but they also provide 20 percent 
of the animal protein and 5 percent of 
the total protein in the human diet. 

Some cruise ship companies already 
are trying to improve their environ-
mental footprint. They also want to 
preserve the environment that attracts 
their passengers. But the efforts be-
tween cruise ship companies are not 
uniform. A Federal standard would 
apply one set of requirements to all 
companies. 

It is time to bring the cruise ship in-
dustry into the 21st century. It is time 
to update the laws that protect our 
oceans, and urge adoption of the best 
available wastewater treatment tech-
nology at sea. 
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